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Stuck'to a ’car baby

The CIA 341d So1ne ]ournahsts have forgotten a painful lesson A
“in a Fémarkably. short time.<The lesson, learned in the exami--
- na{xon uf covert. actxvmes that followed the Watergate affau'
C I/SLNothmg is gomg to happen to change it f e I
'CIA. DirectorStansfield Turner:said lasti week that three :
American news correspondents had-agreed - since the lesson
was learned — to be CIA informants. But even though Turner *
“said the CIA did not. tap the reporters as-sources of mforma-
tion, the- credxbxhty of . the -press”was"* ‘again” compromxsed =
‘through an, association with. the~U.S.- mte}hgence establish~.
ment; The CIA tar baby, once.touched is awfully hard to pull
~ free from. ‘ S
The CIA set a pohcy three years ago aoamst the' use of cor— +
. respondents as agents. Turner changed that policy:—in a de- |
" velopment the press apparentlyoverlooked ‘He claims report-+:
ers would be used as CIA contacts only in’exceptional sxtuauJ
tions after he had given his personal a pproval "But his assur=~]
ances aren’t enough. If: Turner; doesn’t reinstate. the pohcy,=
agailnst using reporters. as contacts the credlbxhty of the

'_vmediawa!l be permanently damaged. - - 47 AT RS
( : - +<The foreign correspondent: has:a Specxal role to play ina -
S " troubled corner of the world. When trouble strikes, he is some- |

times the only person to whom . the world can listen with any -~
‘assurance that it is bearing the truth. His credibility is vital. .7
-Sometimes the dispatches.of- foreign correspondents are-a’ '_
much better: mmght into chaos than the measuréd pronounce--
” ments ot the:t):S:State Department.-Such is the case in El Sal-
vador, where political killing is.a daily. occurrence and a per-..
plexed U.S. government can’t seem to corne up with any better: -
policy than to keep sending money'to a 'rmhtary ‘junta that re— =
portedly condones the kﬂlmg of its subjects. ' ; <
*What of situations in.which.U. S government: Y 4
found wanting?‘Vietnam-comes:to: mind.. Would-Teaders ‘ands:
~viewers of the: news‘ feel confident that they"were heann 1g th
truth, I they:, kneW' e-U.S. gov'emment;mxghtm
correspondents on: 1ts payroll? '
“Despots don 3 eed ‘reasons 't0 .throw 'Corresp ..
their countries wh’en news reports start_to_;rankle. But’ Stan_cr :
.fxéld Turner has, ngen them-a-valid excuse:fo
can reporters from:their countnes, S
" Turner claimsthat, joumahsts don t'need po! tes.to protect;;
»thexr ethics and ‘wouldn’t 1osé’their freedom.to:report-if they]
,were to acceptan. assxgnment from the C1A.He-doesn’t under-:
stand the-issue.:It:is'one of ‘credibility, not one of whether ‘eth-1
ics'are bemg breached Or: nghts are bem g threatened /J
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